2$ April 1980 


Theresa M. Gitiis, Esq. 

Watson, Leavenworth, Kelton & Taggart 
109 Park Avenue 
New York NY 10017 

REs TOBACCO EXPANSION USING AMMONIUM CARBAMATE OR 
AMMONIA AND DRY ICE-Lendvay et al. 

Philippine Application Hcif. 5S2-S47 PM 697 

Dear Territ 


I have reviewed the action in the above-named application. 
I assume that the claims filed in the Philippines are similar, if not 
identical, to those filed with the U.S, application. It Js not dear to me 
why the Examiner has objected to Claims 1-7 with respect to failing to 

state the necessary operating conditions which are essential in carrying 
out the claimed process. Perhaps more detailed wording lifted from the 
specification itself would be sufficient to make the claims allowable to 
the Examiner. Surely the phrase "amount sufficient to introduce at 
least 1% by weight of ammonia" can be amended in some way by your 
agent to satisfy the Examiner. 

The third point in the agent’s letter refers to the improper 
use of "it." I have absolutely no idea what "it" refers toj and in 
reviewing the Claims In the U«$. application, 1 see no reference at all 
to ”it.* 


The fourth point in the Examiner’s action should be 
corrected by virtue of amending the claims. 

i disagree with the fifth point that Claims 7-11 are substan¬ 
tial duplicates of Claims 1-6. Here again I am assuming that 7-U deal 
with the use of ammonium carbamate as the expansion agent, 
Apparently there is confusion as to the difference between ammonium 
carbonate and ammonium carbamate or a combination of ammonia and 
dry ice. I think some argument to this point should be made to 
distinguish, particularly between Claim 1 and 6 as I do not interpret 
them as being tlx? same. 
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In closing, I would like to suggest that when we are sent 
foreign actions and input is requested, it would be infinitely easier to 
respond in an adequate way if we have a copy of the claims as filed in 
the country in which the action has taken place. It's very difficult to 
respond to the Examiner’s points when we don’t have the claims 
available, IVe found that in our own direct communication with foreign 
agents, that they usually supply us with a copy of the claims in English 
so that we will be able to deal with them accordingly. If this could be 
done in the future, I think It would be most helpful to us. 

Please keep me posted on the progress of this application; 
and if I can be of further assistance, let me know. In the meantime you 
might check your files in this case and provide us with copies of the 
claims for each country filed if they differ substantially from the 
claims as flied in the U.S. 


Sincerely, 


Susan A. Hutcheson 


Ch 

ccs W. Gannon 
K. Burns 
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